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The experience of entering Eddie Roschi’s country home in the Alentejo region of southern
Portugal is purposefully disorienting. The first thing you see, from the end of a long dirt drive,
is a monumental boomerang-shaped concrete facade, 150 feet long and 11 feet high. “When
imagining a house on this beautiful land,” says Roschi, the co-founder of the fragrance
company Le Labo, “my first idea was to create a space where you’d immediately be
confronted with an obstruction.” A narrow opening at the center of the building reveals a small
courtyard anchored by an oak tree, and two doors, each a featureless plank made from eco-
friendly Kebony wood (a sustainably harvested pine modified for hardiness) that wraps
around the single-story house. Both doors open onto long, dark hallways; one runs through
the east wing, the other through the west wing. Take a few steps down either hallway, turn
south and you’re suddenly standing in a cavernous 1,800-square-foot space: part living room,
part dining room and kitchen, all sheathed in Kebony. In place of a back wall, there are 115 feet
of sliding glass doors, angled to appear like a massive bay window. On a sunny day, it can take
a few seconds for your eyes to adjust to both the light and the expansive view of wildflower
fields, grasses, holm oak trees and olive groves.

BY DESIGN

A house in Portugal’s Alentejo region lets the landscape dominate.

In This Vacation Home, the Art Is the View

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/18/t-magazine/portugal-alentejo-
eddie-roschi-house.html










